TOO         CHINESE MEDIEVAL TRAVELLERS.
to the north; but this summer rain is abundant. For the present fall \ve are indebted to the sanctity of the master."
The people of this country in ordinary years irrigate their fields and gardens by means of aqueducts.256 In the eighth month (September) wheat ripens, and there is then no rain. At the time the corn ripens it is damaged by mice (or rats); these mice are all white In this country cold predominates, and the fruits ripen late in the year. In the fifth month (June) we found on the borders of the river, at a depth of about one foot, ice in the ground about a foot thick, and the master sent his servants every day after dinner to bring some.257 To the south a high mountain range is to be seen, covered with masses of snow, which never melts even in the hottest season of the year.258
There are many remarkable things in this country. A little to the west of this place, on the border of a lake, there is a "wind-hill," the top of which consists of white clay cracked in many places. In the second and third months (March, April) the wind rises here and howls in. the rocks and cavities of the southern mountains Tins is only the beginning; when the wind first comes out from
ss6 Pevtsoff, on his journey from Kobdo to the Dsapkhan river, flaw-long aryks or aqueducts (" Mongolia," 28). The same author (7&id., 21, 30, 80) states that in North-Western Mongolia agriculture is carried on in many places, even by the Mongols (Burbots, Torguts). See also Potanin'H "Mongolia," i, 81.
-87 Although it is impossible to determine the place where Ch'anij oh'un, on his homeward journey, stopped for the second time, and where, since-his first visit there, m remembrance of it, a monastery had been built, there-can be no doubt that this oasis, fit for agricultural purposes, must be looked for in the elevated desert which extends between the Altai and the Khan-gai range, The Dsapkhan is the only river of note on this plateau. It discharges into the Kirghiz nor, and is connected with two other great lakes* Its borders in some places are rich in pastures. Matunsowsky m 1870, and Pevtsoff in 1878 and 1879, traversed this desert in several directions. Its elevation is from 3500 to 6000 feet, This explains the statement of our Chinese traveller that even in June they found ice in the ground. The Lamaitic monastery of Narbandji, on the Dsapkhan, was found by Pevtsoff (I c., 40, 275) to be at an elevation of 5160 feet.
88 These "southern mountains," noticed also on the way hither, can. only be a branch of the Eastern Altai